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1.

Assemble and Daniel Clarke

The Good, The Bad and The Allegory
Gouache on Douglas fir

2015

[Location: Grand Luxe Hall, 2nd Floor]

Onthe walls of the Palazzo Pubblicoin Siena,
Italy, are a remarkable series of frescos
by Ambrogio Lorenzetti. Commissioned
in 1338, “The Allegory of Good and Bad
Governance” is one of the first major non-
religious commissions in the Renaissance,
and serves to remind government officials
of their duties to the citizens of Siena. In
“Good”, Tranquility reigns and figures
representing Wisdom and Peace watch
over an idyll of harmonious city and
country life. In “Bad,” governance is really
bad. Tyranny sits on a throne flanked by
Deceipt and Fraud, the city is in ruins
and armies advance through the bucolic
landscape.

Assemble have worked with London-
based illustrator Daniel Clarke to produce
their own allegorical work, The Good, The
Bad, and The Allegory (2015). Two panels
depict Vancouver as both a city in thrall
to development economics, and also as a
diverse and interconnected city led by an
inspired administration. These two visions
of Vancouver are, like Lorenzetti’s frescos,
deliberately simplistic, reminding us of
the responsibility of a government to its
citizens. When capital accumulation is
allowed to drive civic policy, communities
and the environment suffer—it actually is
that simple.

2.

Nils Norman

VANCOUVER VERNACULAR
Corroplast and wood

2015

[Location: Building Exterior]

Nils Norman is an artist who has long been
concerned with issues of liveable cities,
urban planning and the role of public art.
His work addresses public space and the
architecture and physical infrastructures
(the benches, pathways, playgrounds,
and landscapes) that define its geography
and use. With VANCOUVER VERNACULAR
(2015), Norman turns his eye to a new
form that is increasingly decorating
and delineating the streets and walls of
our cities: that of the towering, highly-
designed condo billboard. The words
Norman chooses are taken directly from
the hyperbolic and aspirational language
of local real estate projects. Isolated and
amplified on the exterior of the Western
Front’s building, the work points to the
failures of an urban planning process
in which cities are no longer designed,
but marketed. And with the words SOLD
OUT emblazoned across the the Western
Front’s iconic building, Norman’s work
can also be read as a poetic indictment
that brings the institution’s own role in
this urban transformation into sharper
focus.



3.

Other Sights for Artists’ Projects
Slow Dirt

Inflatable sculpture & series of
photographic bhillboards

2015

[Location: Building Exterior & Various
Sites Across Vancouver]

Slow Dirt (2015) is a three-part project that
celebrates the slow, deep and generative
production of the humble earthworm.
Creating “black gold” from organic waste,
it is an agent of incremental change
that enriches rather than depletes its
environment.

Pinkish in hue and carnivalesque
in appearance, a massive inflatable
earthworm wriggles down the front of
the Western Front’s facade. Its presence
reminds us of the potential for art to
facilitate new models for development
and transformation. On the occasion of
the Urgent Imagination conference, writer
Meredith Quartermain will give a reading
of her poem “How to Remember” beneath
this “invasive” worm.

Slow Dirt spreads offsite and into the
city through a series of photographic
development application permit signs by
Vancouver-based artist Al McWilliams.
The signs, so ubiquitous now in Vancouver,
often signal for residents the coming of
yet another condominium-based project.
McWilliams’ signs however, in their
depiction of tangled masses of worms
transforming dirt into soil, remind us of a
different, more organic inevitability.

4.

Urban Subjects
Beyond Minimum
Posters

2015

[Location: Building Interior with
Distribution Across Vancouver]

The series Beyond Minimum (2015)
opens a space for the imagination
of other forms of housing, and other
modes of living, through three specific
historical examples from the late 1920s
to today. Beginning with the question
of “Existenzminimum” - an idea of a
Minimum Dwelling defined by architects
at the 1929 Congres Internationaux
d’Architecture Internationale (CIAM) in
Frankfurt, Germany - Urban Subjects
imagine “beyond minimum” housing as
a return to housing for use value rather
than exchange value. The series of posters
consider three spaces — Grete Schiitte-
Lihotzky’s 1929 one-room apartment
for the “new independent woman”; Jean
Prouvé’s prefabricated house, Maison des
Jours Meilleurs (A House for Better Days)
(1956); and the Alt-Erlaa Social Housing
Estate in Vienna (built 1973 -1985) - as
models for reconsidering quality of life
and space.

5.
Holly Ward
Working Class Heroes

[Location: TBA]

Project will be launched in January 2016.
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